
Pneumoconiosis is a term for a class of non-malignant lung diseases 

caused by the inhalation of mineral dust, nearly always in occupational 

settings. Most cases of pneumoconiosis develop only after many years of 

cumulative exposure; thus they are usually diagnosed in older individuals, 

often long after the onset of exposure.  Pneumoconiosis includes: silicosis, 

asbestosis, coal workers’ pneumoconiosis (CWP), and, less commonly, 

pneumoconiosis due to a variety of other mineral dusts, including talc, 

aluminum, bauxite, and graphite.  

About this Indicator: 

Why is this Indicator 

Important? 

Tracking of pneumoconiosis is 

essential for measuring 

progress towards elimination 

of the disease, as well as for 

targeting prevention and 

disease management 

programs.  

Limitation of Indicator:    

These data are based on 

primary discharge diagnosis 

codes for patients admitted 

to a hospital, and do not 

include individuals who were 

seen by an Emergency 

Department, but not 

admitted. Hospital Discharge 

records are only available for 

non-federal, acute care 

hospitals. 

For more information on this 

indicator or occupational 

health in Maryland, visit the 

DHMH website. 

Indicator #9:  Pneumoconiosis Hospitalizations  

Maryland State Occupational Health Indicators 

Data Source for this Indicator: Maryland Hospital Discharge Data (number of work-related hospitalizations); 

U.S. Census Bureau (population statistics to calculate rates) 
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Indicator #9.1: Age-Standardized Rate of 
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